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Preface

Rainer Eisfeld/Leslie A. Pal

This volume is the first effort 1o review the development and state of political science
in 19 post-communist countries of Centeal-East Europe (CEE). 1t provides a much
needed account of the discipline’s institutionalization throughout that region — coveting
research., teaching, major books and journals, international cooperation, public impact.

. Particular aftention has been paid to achievements and deficits in the discipline’s
different segments, its sub-fields — again both with regard to research and to teaching.
Private universities and non-university based rescarch institutions have been consid-
ered along with state universities.

‘ Problems of funding, including outside support by foreign governments, founda-
tions and universities, have received extensive attention. In subseguent chapters,
George Soros, the Karl Popper-inspired initiator of “Open Society” institutes and na-
tipnally hased foundations, will emerge as a paricularly influential corporate player,
h‘15 mind set on building a discipline which, in its analyses, does not always pay suffi-
cient atteniion to such players.

.Thc work will identify Western interventions — including not least the European
Union’s educational policies, reflected in the Bologna Declaration — as powerful exter-
pal forces pushing CEE’s nascent political science “cultures” toward convergence, But
it will also depict another external factor orimarily responsible for persisting diseipli-
nary differences and disparities: the rise of “hybrid” political regimes throughout the
region.

‘ The “march of democracy™ in these parts of the European continent has net been as
triumphant as had been imagined after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse ef
the Soviet Union. Where autocratic elements have persisted, the institutionalization and
independence of political science have been negatively affected. This connection has
heen broached in the subsequent chapters, wherever appropriate; it will be systemnati-
cally discussed in the Introductory essay.

. An appendix to each chapter provides statistical information on present profes-
sional staff, student numbers and sub-fields taught at the political science departments
of state and privaie universities. Tables in the introductory essay highlight differences
between the region’s political science communities either due to regime “hybndisa-
tion” or late transition to democracy, subsequently offering overviews of ensuing dis-
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Political Science in Lithuania:
A Maturing Discipline

Dovile Jaknitinaité/Inga Vinogradnaité

introduction

Lithuania dates the history of political science in the country from 1989, when the dis-
cipline was initiated by the efforts of ‘enthusiasts from various flelds™ (Kiris/Lopata
2000: 3). Due to rapid institutionalization, a semi-professional community of amateur-
tsh political scientists soon developed into a community of professionals, with its own
study programs, periodicals and regular conferences to share the resulis of their Te-
secarch. Scattered across different universities, scholars had to overcome isolation and
fragmentation in order to create a ‘discipling’, which is associated with the idea of “or-
der maintenance” or supervision ‘*both over those working within it and, most espe-
cially, over those aspiring to do so’ {Goodin/Klingemann 1996: 5). The main prerequi-
site for a discipline is a viable professional community sharing ‘self-imposed standards
and norms’ into which the incoming members of the profession are soctalized. This
chapter reviews the development of political science in Lithuania and its current situa-
tion, asking in particular what features, standards and norms characterize contermporary
Lithuanian political science.

1 Development of the Discipline

Though political science as an academic discipline in Lithuaniz emerged enly in 1989-
1991, simultanecusly with the country’s pelitical democratization, some research that
might be characterized as political science existed before 1989, During 1918-1940 {the
period of the independent state of Lithuania), more than 100 publications by Lithuanian
scholars may be considered as political science writings (Budzinanskas 1993). Preva-
lent rescarch topics of this period were Lithuanian geopolitics, nationalism, theories of
the state and constitutionalism. However, political science as a separate discipline had
not developed before World War I1.

From 1940 until 1990 (with a short petiod of German occupation in 1941-1944)
Lithuania was a republic of the Soviet Union. Arny research in any social science disci-
pline had to be done in the context of Marxism-Leninism. This does not mean that
there was a complete absence of reszarch on state or power relations; only that such re-
search was either heavily idealogized, or sparadic.,

























