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Preface

Rainer Eisfeld/Leslie A. Pal

This volume is the first effort 1o review the development and state of political science
in 19 post-communist countries of Centeal-East Europe (CEE). 1t provides a much
needed account of the discipline’s institutionalization throughout that region — coveting
research., teaching, major books and journals, international cooperation, public impact.

. Particular aftention has been paid to achievements and deficits in the discipline’s
different segments, its sub-fields — again both with regard to research and to teaching.
Private universities and non-university based rescarch institutions have been consid-
ered along with state universities.

‘ Problems of funding, including outside support by foreign governments, founda-
tions and universities, have received extensive attention. In subseguent chapters,
George Soros, the Karl Popper-inspired initiator of “Open Society” institutes and na-
tipnally hased foundations, will emerge as a paricularly influential corporate player,
h‘15 mind set on building a discipline which, in its analyses, does not always pay suffi-
cient atteniion to such players.

.Thc work will identify Western interventions — including not least the European
Union’s educational policies, reflected in the Bologna Declaration — as powerful exter-
pal forces pushing CEE’s nascent political science “cultures” toward convergence, But
it will also depict another external factor orimarily responsible for persisting diseipli-
nary differences and disparities: the rise of “hybrid” political regimes throughout the
region.

‘ The “march of democracy™ in these parts of the European continent has net been as
triumphant as had been imagined after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse ef
the Soviet Union. Where autocratic elements have persisted, the institutionalization and
independence of political science have been negatively affected. This connection has
heen broached in the subsequent chapters, wherever appropriate; it will be systemnati-
cally discussed in the Introductory essay.

. An appendix to each chapter provides statistical information on present profes-
sional staff, student numbers and sub-fields taught at the political science departments
of state and privaie universities. Tables in the introductory essay highlight differences
between the region’s political science communities either due to regime “hybndisa-
tion” or late transition to democracy, subsequently offering overviews of ensuing dis-
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Political Science in Lithuania:
A Maturing Discipline

Dovile Jaknitinaité/Inga Vinogradnaité

introduction

Lithuania dates the history of political science in the country from 1989, when the dis-
cipline was initiated by the efforts of ‘enthusiasts from various flelds™ (Kiris/Lopata
2000: 3). Due to rapid institutionalization, a semi-professional community of amateur-
tsh political scientists soon developed into a community of professionals, with its own
study programs, periodicals and regular conferences to share the resulis of their Te-
secarch. Scattered across different universities, scholars had to overcome isolation and
fragmentation in order to create a ‘discipling’, which is associated with the idea of “or-
der maintenance” or supervision ‘*both over those working within it and, most espe-
cially, over those aspiring to do so’ {Goodin/Klingemann 1996: 5). The main prerequi-
site for a discipline is a viable professional community sharing ‘self-imposed standards
and norms’ into which the incoming members of the profession are soctalized. This
chapter reviews the development of political science in Lithuania and its current situa-
tion, asking in particular what features, standards and norms characterize contermporary
Lithuanian political science.

1 Development of the Discipline

Though political science as an academic discipline in Lithuaniz emerged enly in 1989-
1991, simultanecusly with the country’s pelitical democratization, some research that
might be characterized as political science existed before 1989, During 1918-1940 {the
period of the independent state of Lithuania), more than 100 publications by Lithuanian
scholars may be considered as political science writings (Budzinanskas 1993). Preva-
lent rescarch topics of this period were Lithuanian geopolitics, nationalism, theories of
the state and constitutionalism. However, political science as a separate discipline had
not developed before World War I1.

From 1940 until 1990 (with a short petiod of German occupation in 1941-1944)
Lithuania was a republic of the Soviet Union. Arny research in any social science disci-
pline had to be done in the context of Marxism-Leninism. This does not mean that
there was a complete absence of reszarch on state or power relations; only that such re-
search was either heavily idealogized, or sparadic.,
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The demise of the Soviet Union marked the true beginning for political science in
Lithuania — in 1589 the first issue of the political science journal Politika (later re-
named Polifologija} was published, and in 1991 the Lithuanian Political Science Asso-
ciation {L.LPSA) was established.! The development of the new discipline was strength-
ened through institutionalisation, when in 1992 the Institute of International Relations
and Political Science (IIRPS) was established at Vilnius University. Since then the
1IRPS has remained the center and the most important trend-setter for political studies
in the country.

The popularity of political studies and the interest in political research encouraged
many universities to establish their own departments of pelitical science. Nine Lithua-
nian universities today have either faculties or departments of political science. Apart
from the [IRPS at Vilnius University, the most prominent is the Faculty of Political
Science and Diplomacy (FPSD) at Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas. Some 17
research institutes now specialize in political research (see Tables | and 2).

The identity of Lithuanian pelitical science was founded on the break with Soviet
legacies of political teaching and research — Soviet-era publications were used neither
as textbooks nor as references in political research. The break was supporied by the
Fact that former professors of scientific communism rarely remained as staff members
of new departments of political science (Kiiris/Lopata 2000: 3). Some of them joined
other university departments, and for some, employment confracts were not extended
due to lack of publications. The staff of the new political science departments came
from varicus other disciplines, with former instructors of scientific communism mak-
ing up no more than 10-15 percent. The new staff were mainly voung researchers who
had defended their doctoral theses in the early years of liberalization and demoeratiza-
tion.

As no distinet national tradition of political science research existed, the new disci-
pline was built on Westem models. The design of most study programs was based on
the curricula of West European (mostly Scandinavian) universities, with the exception
of Vytautas Magnus University which - through ties with American-Lithuanian schol-
ars — drew largely on the American experience. American political science (its ap-
proaches, epistemology and styie) had a major impact on political science research and
study content, since English-language materials provided the main source of ‘self-
education’.

The first Lithuanian political scientists had been educated in different disciplines,
ranging from the humanities to the natural sciences. Though most of them had received
their education in the Soviet period, many re-educated themselves abroad (through
varigus internship, traineeship or master programs, receiving financial support from
foreign sponsors, the most generous of which have been the Soros Foundation and the
European Union’s TEMPUS program). Rapid professionalizalion was driven by the
development of degree programs which (1) educated young researchers, introducing

1 The most prominent individuals involved in these initiatives were Algis Krupavitius (who initi-
ated the establishment of LPA}, Lauras Bielinis (the founder and editor of the journal Politika),
Gediminas Vitkus (who wrote the first textbook on political science for secondary schoaols), and
Algimantas Jankauskas (who initiated the series of “Pelitologijos bibliotekéle” { Library of Peliti-
cal Science)).
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basic tho:o‘rigs, concepts and methods of political science, and (2} required early “seif-
made’ political scientists to prepare specialized study subjects of political science for
students. Thus, initially there was discussion ‘only about teaching and not about re-
scarc}I]’ (Karis/Lopata 2000: 3). Therefore, it is not surprising that the first political sci-
ence journal Politika, published in 1989-1992 (just four issues saw publication), suf-
fered a hiatus for three years. Its fifth issue came out only in 1995, when HRPS took
over the Joprnal, and contributions by Lithuanian researchers could provide a more
substantial input. Gradually the bi-annual periodical turned into a quarterly publication.
'fmd a number of other periodical and non-periodical publications also appeared, mark-
ing the transition towards more independent studies and research.”

2 Political Science Research
2.1 General Overview

Act?qrdmg to Krupavitius {2002: 293}, the first years of the development of Lithuanian
pol_ltlcal science research were a process of scholars familiarizing themselves with the
main theoretical approaches of Western political science and developing research
a‘glendas, Some of that period’s main rescarch interests still characterize Lithuanian pa-
litical science after almost two decades (political history of the Lithuanian state, regime
tmnsformalion, political culture and political parties, electoral processes, Lithuanian
a{ld regional security and fereign policy), though a number of new research areas were
discovered as well. The formulation of research agendas and approaches was not only a
matier for individual scholars but also a question of institutional policies, especially for
smaller departments striving to find *their own rniche in political scientific research’
(Laurénas 2000:103). Analysis of publications in the field shows that different research
areas usually correspend 1o the particular focus of one or two political science depart-
ments, ¢.g. International relations and European studies are done almost exclusively at
[IRPS, research on local self-government primarily at FPSD, and elite rescarch mostty
at the Kaunas University of Technology. Only a few research areas are common to all
depariments, though still with their own special emphasis and approach. Several gen-
eral trends, describing politica! science research in Lithuenia, may nevertheless be
identified.

First, the research agenda is to considerable degree shaped by national political
concemns. There is a general orientation towards applied research, or, in any case, re-
search which would explain the origins of various political and social problems — such
asa .weak civil socicty, an unstable party system, corruption, or stalling public admini-
siration reforms — and, eventually, would generate policy recommendations. Evern in
tlhc areas which seem to be most detached from immediate political concerns, research
is driven by the current political agenda. For example, international relations theorists,
even when debating meta-theoretical issues, need to justify their research by providing

2 More detailed accounts of the development of the discipline may be found in Kiris/Lopata
{2000} and Krupavizius (2002),
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advice to foreign policy makers, or at least to discuss Lithuanian foreign policy at some
point in their projects. Similarly, discussions of political theorists intensify during im-
portant political events, like EU accession or political crises.

Second, methodological and meta-theorctical debate is virtually non-existent. Pre-
vailing theoretical approaches {such as realism in international relations or neo-
institutionalism in the study of national politics) do net experience sericus challenges
from alternative approaches, as the lattet are either relatively marginal (such as con-
structivism in international relations) or not represented by any Lithuanian schofar
{(such as rational chaice theory, though some wols of game theory arc applied in the
study of international negotiations).

Third, political research in Lithuania had changed its methodological outlook during
the years of its development, shifting from qualitative, normative and case-bascd research
1o empirical, quantitative and comparative studies of political life (Krupavitius
2002:293}. As Krupavidius wrote in 2002, ‘sirnple observations of current trends suggest
that, in the late 1990s, quantitative political research was expanding faster then ever be-
fore, and although it was nol a prevalent way to deal with political phenomena and politi-
cal data, it played a significanily increasiog role’ (Krupavidius 2002:294}. An assessment
of publications during the last decade, however, only partly confirms this conclusion.
Quantitative research did expand, due in part to better availability of funds for expensive
data collection (e.g., from the Lithuanian State Science and Studies Foundation (LSSF),
through EU 5™ and 6™ Framework programs, and in the mid-1990s substantial contribu-
tions from the Soros Foundation and the EUJ PHARE program}, but it did not prevail.
What does characterize political science research today, however, is its much more em-
pirical nature, drawing on various methods and techniques — both quantitative and quali-
tative — of collecting data. Comparative studies, mosi ofien comparing the three Baltic
States, sometimes Central Fastern European siates, however, are still rare when they
are conducted, they are usually ‘variable-criented’ and not “case-oriented’.

2.2 Major Sub-Fields and Approaches

The research areas of Lithuanian political scientists can be categorized into four broad
sub-fields: international relations, EU studies, public administration and policy proc-
esses, and comparative politics.

Research issues in the sub-field of International Relations include Lithuanian for-
eign policy, national security, theories of international relations, and the history of
Lithuanian diplomacy. Notably, research on the political processes in neighbouring
countries {Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Poland} was initiated by researchers of interna-
tional relations, guided mainly by national security concerns. In recent years, two broad
theoretical positions have emerged in this sub-field - realism and constructivism. The
realist tradition in Lithuanian international relations is based on geopolitical reasoning.
Using this theoretical framework, analysis of Lithuanian foreign pelicy concentrates on
bilateral relations (e.g.. Lithuanian-Russian or Lithuanian-Polish relations), their his-
torical development and issues, or on discussions of Lithuaman foreign policy strategy
and (in recent years) on the {ikely impact of the democratic development of its Eastern
and South Eastem neighbours (Ukraine, Moldova, Belarus, Georgia).

Pelitical Science in Lithuania E:]

[f theorising in the realist tradition started immediately with the development of
political science in general, constructivism was introduced in the late 1990s. The main
driving forces for its development were discontent with the policy-oriznted, positivist
narrative of most realist writings and the desire to react to the stormy discussions in the
internaticnal relations field over epistemological and ontological questions. Though the
academic community working in the field of international relations is small and con-
centrated almost exclusively in one institution, realists and constructivists rarely debate
among themselves. The only exception is security studies where an intensive discus-
sion between these two positions takes place.

The sub-field of European Union studies is rapidly expanding. EU studies avoid
focusing on separate member states and look primarily at the relationship between
them and the EU. Two broad areas may be identified: studies of the impact of the EU
on Lithuania or other countries (on their domestic politics, institutions etc.}, and studies
of the impact of member states on EU decisions {e.g. various policy proposals or insti-
tutional reforms). Such emphasis clearly synchronizes with developments in the EL
(Vilpidauskas 2007): accession negotiation, Eutopean Convention, EU Constitutional
Treaty, development of the EU Neighbourhood Policy, etc.

Lithuanian researchers with a European Union focus do not use a wide range of
methods and approaches. Initially, the traditiona! perspectives of international relations
were popular (e g, realism, liberal theorizing, integration theories), but now the ficld of
public administration influences work on European studies (Europeanization models,
interest group analysis, analysis of regulation pelicies). Qualitative analysis of one case
{usually Lithuanizn} or comparative analysis of several cases (mainly the three Baltic
states) 1s most frequently used. Most methodological strategies rely on strictly defined
variables and the testing of causal hypotheses, augmenting resuits with policy recom-
mendations.

The sub-field of public administration and policy analysis exhibits the most multi-
disciplinary nature as it comprises scholars not only with a background in political sci-
ence, but also those coming from the fields of management, economics and law. In
comparison to other fields, this sub-field is strongly focused on *applied’ research, on
issues of Lithuanian public policy, public administration reform, and of making rec-
ommendations for the improvement of civil service effectiveness. The general assump-
tion of the scholars working in this arez is that analysis has to provide advice to policy
makers to solve public policy problems {BroZaitis/NakroSis 2003:2}. Because of their
practical aspects, studies very often tend to be descriptive; traditional positivist meth-
odologies dominate.

Most Lithuanian political scientists tend to focus on “intra-national”, not “inter-
national” phenomena. A key feature of this sub-field, which may be iabeled compara-
tive politics’, 1s its internal diversity. Research interests are guided by domestic con-
cerns over the instability of party systems, the phenomenon of populism, weak civi! so-
clety and decreasing political participation. Alongside research on political parties, po-

3 This is a broad label of self-identification “by negation™, referring to the group of scholars whose
research interests do not belong in the fields of public administration, international relations or
Eurgpean studies. The label indicates substantive concemns, not methods,
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litical cuiture, political behavior and civil society, there is also a focus on state institu-
tions {especially parliament) and political communication.

Being interested in particular political phenomena, comparative politics ressarchers
focus on medium-range theories, looking for theoretical concepts which could describe
and explain the complex political reality. However, instead of mechanically borrowing
and applying “Western’ concepts, a critical appropriation of these concepts and modest
attempts to find original theoretical 1deas characterize Lithuanian political scignce to-
day. The prevailing theoretical approaches in this sub-field are (neo)institutionalism
and behavioralism, Interest in political behavior prompts scholars to search for expla-
nations in political attitudes {either of the general population or of elites) or institutions
(both formal regulations and informal rules of behavior). On the other hand, the study
of institutions goes beyond mere deseription and analyzes how formal rules are appro-
priated or changed and what leads to the establishment of certain models of political
interaction.

2.3 Research Institutions

Apart from universities, some political science research is also being done at various
institutes. There are not many of them in Lithuania {the most important ones are indi-
cated in Table 2), as the need for such additional research is small, and the market for
policy-oricnted analyses - excepting public administration-oriented studies - is also
nol particularly large.

The most active institutions can be divided into three broad groups:

1) Research institutes created by the universities as, usually, a structural part of the in-
stitution. They concentrate on one broad topic considered important for that uni-
versity, like policy analysis, regional development or strategic studies (e.g., the
Policy and Public Administration Institute at the Kaunas University of Technol-
ogy).

2) ‘Think tanks’, the most active and visible group. They usually are independent
non-profit organisations providing analyses for policy makers. Some of thern might
have close connections with universitics (e.g., the Institute of Ukraine, a non-
governmental institution, established by Vilnims University), some with various
government institutions (e g., the Strategic Research Center, created by the Minis-
tries of Foreign Affairs and Defense and the State Security Department, or the
Fastern Eurcpe Studies Center, which was set up by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs}. Some were created and/or supported by political parties (e.g., the Institute of
Democratic Politics). Finally, some may be considered traditional think tanks pro-
moting their own political agenda (e.g., the Free Market Institute, the Social Econ-
omy Institute, or the Civil Society Institute).

3} Research institutions with a strong emphasis on consulting practice. They usually
do some academic research, but are more focused on practical research for various
state, European or private institutions.

2.4 Research Quality and Funding

The market for in-depth, theoretically sophisticated academic political science research
in Lithuania is small, and any independent institution concentrating only on such ac-
tivities could not sustain itself for long. Besides, it is very difficult to get private dona-
tions for academic research, usvally considered as an elite and luxury activity which a
developing country cannot easily afford. Thus, the majority of research institutions
survive through contracts from state institutions or from various EU projects. LSSF
remains the main domestic fund supporting academic research financially, and the EU
remains the main international supporter.?

The majority of political scientists employed full time by universities combine their
research work with consulting activities, and a substantial number of part-time lectur-
ers work full ime in various governmental agencies. These are the main reasons why
practical research and issues of domestic politics dominate the discipline. It also ex-
plains why there is a dearth of quality research published in English and in interna-
tional pubhications. The domestic peer-review system is not fully evolved either, and so
has not helped to develop quality standards as quickly as desirable.

3 Political science teaching

The first degree programs in political science were started in 1992 a two-vear Master
stugdy program in Intemnational Relations at Vilnius University and a four-year Bachelor
study program 1n Political Science al Kiaipeda University (Kiris/Lopata 2000:3;
Laurgnas 2000:99). During the last |5 years, both the number of study programs and
the number of universities offering them increased. [n 2009, there were 7 untversities
which offered 39 programs at both first cycle {Bachelor) and second cycle (Master)
levels in either political science or public administration, and approximately 5000 stw-
dents were enrolled {Table 3).

National regulations have tixed the duration of bachelor programs at 3.5 to 4 years
and that of master programs from 1.5 to 2 years. Every semester, a student has to col-
lect 20 national study credits {1 national credit equals 1.5 ECTS credit, or 40 hours of
workload).

The number of Bachelor programs is relatively small. These programs may be sub-
divided into two groups, offering a bachelor’s degree either in political science or in
public administration.” Though some public administration programs are based on
management or legal approaches, others have close links to political science. For ex-
ample, lepal or management issues compose a large part of the programs at Mykolas
Riomeris University, while study programs at Vilnius University focus more on the
policy process.

4 Forresearch in social sciences, (he LSSF gave | miltion litas in 2003, and 00,000 in 2004
5 Politicat science and public administration are classified as two different study fields. Lithuanian
regulations on higher education require that each study program be identified with a single field.
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Bachelor programs in political science introduce students to every sub-field of the
discipline, while Master programs tend to specialize in one particular sub-field (see
Table 3}. The regulation of higher education in Lithuania establishes two types of sec-
ond-cycle study programs: “broadening” and ‘deepening’. Programs of a broadening
type do not require having a solid background in political science as they are intended
to enlarge students” knowledge in addition to their bachelor education. All political sci-
ence programs (whether “decpening” or “broadening™) admit students wiih an educa-
tional background oulside the discipline as well {though often there is a provision
which limits admission to applicants with a bachelor's degree in social scicnees or hu-
manities). Such a system is intended to foster an interdiseiplinary education,

PhD programs are implemented at two universities (Vilnius and Vytautas Magnus
University), though dissertations on political science themes may also be defended in
other disciplines (usually sociology, public administration, or philosophy).

The substantial increase in student numbers (from less than 100 in 1992 to almost
000 in 2009) has not been accompanied by an increase in teaching staff. Stu-
dent/teacher ratios, however, cannot give an adequate picture of teaching loads, since a
part of lecturing is provided by instructors employed on a part-time basis. Bearing this
in mind, it is still possible 1o differentiate between universities which focus mainly on
teaching (Mykolas Romeris University, Kaunas University of Technology, Siaulia
University}, and universities which leave more space for research (Vilnius University,
Klaipeda University, Vytautas Magnus University}. As state funding depends on stu-
dent numbers, university administrations are not interested in reducing those numbers
tn favor of higher quality of instruction or more room for research activities.

Two additional remarks about political science teaching and the higher education
system in Lithuania may be made. First, study programs are an important factor shap-
ing the discipline and its sub-fields. They are designed to meet the needs of the educa-
tion market and are equivalent to the study programs in Western universities, instead of
being based exclusively on availzble human resources. Thus, the research interests of
scholars tend to reflect the needs of these programs, leading to the emergence of new
research fields as well,

Second, though universitics have a significant degree of freedom in designing
study programs, 1o be accredited these programs need to be evaluated by experts ap-
pointed by the national Study Quality Evaluation Center. Despite their diversity, this
ensures at {east a minimal understanding of what the discipline is about,

4  Nationai representation and international cooperation
4.1 Major publications and conferences

In the early years of the discipline’s development, articles tended to be published in
some weeklies or journals, which were not specifically designed to be a forum of
scholarly communication. As mentioned earlier, the first professional journal of politi-
cal science, Politika [Politics], was started in 1989 (it was renamed Polirologija [Politi-
cal Science] in 1991). Only four issues were published until 1992. The journa! began to

appear more regularly when IIRPS took it aver. Since that time,‘a_numtlaer of new aca-
demic journals have been launched. These journals may be divided in two groups:
those specializing in political science (e.g., Polifologija) or some sub-ﬁe]d_ (eg-
Lithuanian Foreign Policy Review), and those covering a broader range of social sci-
ence disciplines (e.g., Sociologija. mintis ir veiksmas). .

That situztion reflects the development of political scicnce in Lithoania. Apgn
from Politalogifa, early periodicals were not specialized. The professional community
was simply too small to support a wide range of publications. B)" the cr?dlof th_e 1990s,
specialized journals in the sub-fields of foreign policy and public admmls!ratlon were
launched. From the tumn of the century, the number of publications in English has con-
stantly increased, contributing to the discipline’s internationalization.

The number of books published by Lithuanian political scientists has grown stead-
ily over the last two decades. While in earlier years major books were mainly rEeﬂ(t-
books, recently there has been an increasing number presenting original kresclar_ch. An
important event was the publication of the Encvclopaedic Dicrionaw Uf Political é_c:z—
ence in 2007, whose most significant contribution is to provide translations of Fnglish
political science terminology into Lithuanian. .

For the community of Lithuanian political scientists, the most important anpual
event is a conference organized by LPSA and IIRPS. Annual conferences hlavc begn
held since 1994, and they usually have overarching themes, such as Lithuaria and its
neighbours in 1994, intcrest group pelitics in 1997, Central Europe after EU and
NATO eniargement in 2063, or the quality of democracy in Central Eastern European
countries in 2006. There is also a tradition that every four years (to coincide with na-
tional elections) a conference is organized to reflect on election results: elect_ora] be-
navier, impact on the party system etc. Papers from these con?‘ercnces arc pubtished as
compilations under the title ‘Lithuania after Seimas’ elections’ (Jankauskas 2001,

2005, 2009).

4.2 National association of political scientists

Eounded in June 1991, LPSA unites the country’s political scientists. The organisation
joined the International Political Science Association in 1994, SinchZQOI, LPSA has
also been a member of the Central European Political Science Association. Accordmg
to the regulations of LPSA, any Lithuanian citizen interested in political science fay
join the association, During its first years, LPSA consisted not only of political scien-
tists but also included a number of politicians, journalists and sccondary schoel teach-
ers. The latter gradually lost intercst and have dropped out, most pro_babiy because of
the lack of any obvious benefit except networking. Today, the associahion has around
70 members, mainly political scientists. ‘ o
The major activities of LPSA comprise international cooperatten, thc_orglamza‘tlon
of annual conferences as well as seminars and round-tables, and the publication of the
Lithuanian Political Science Yearbook {together with IIRPS). To foster research, every

6 Seethe hist of major books in selected bibliography at the end of the chapter.
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year the association awards a prize for the best national publication in political science.
In 2004, LPSA approved a code of conduct for political scientists. Though there are no
effective mechanisms of enforcement, the code’s importance lies in its explicit formu-
lation of values and norms which should guide the behavior of political scieatists, not
only in their rescarch but also in thetr public activities. As the mass media are very ea-
ger to obtain comments from pelitical scientists on the latest political events and devel-
opruents, the cede requires that 1o ensure the status of the discipline the comments have
to be grounded in the person’s proven area of expertise.

5 Perspectives

The preconditions for the discipline exist in Lithuania: political science is institution-
alized, a number of study programs have been implemented, and some efforts to main-
tain its disctplinary boundaries are evident. Academic norms and research standards are
developing, and the identity of political scientist as scholars is established. As a result,
political science in Lithuania is getting stronger, and theoretical and methodological
discussions get livelier, Thus, the search for shared standards is constant, though these
standards are not easily imposed upon new-comers and tend 1o vary across different
sub-fieids.

On the other hand, further development of the discipline and of its self-image ig
impeded by several factors: a very short netional tradition both of social scicnces re-
scarch and theoretical and methodological thinking; in addition, close connections with
policy practitioners which force rescarchers to constantly balance hetween a more
‘theorelical” and a more “practical’ orientation. Practitioners are not interested in so-
phisticated conceptualization and methedology. All they require is simple and straight-
forward answers to applicd questions, formulated by political practice itself,

The rescarch agenda remains and most probably will remain closely linked to the
domestic political agenda and its concerns. The growing awareness of the mission of
political science within society may lead to a continuing impact of extra-academic
forces on shaping the academic agenda. Also, politically and socially relevant research
i the near future will prevail because research funding usually comes from various
national and international grants, meaning that sponsors have the power to shape re-
search agendas. )

A more elaborale conceptualization of post-communism may evenlually be devel-
oped, due to the disposition Lo treat Lithuania as a case whose study may lead to theo-
retical hypotheses relevant for other post-communist countries. Perceiving regional
conditions as unique may lead to a complicated relationship with the international aca-
demic community and its ideas. As before, the Western community will be treated as a
source of theoretical insights; however, a more active search for models, appropriate to
the experienced ‘realities’ of Lithuania, may lead the community to discard many
Western concepls as irrelevant because they imply particuiar social and political con-
ditions, not to be found in new democracies. This discussion of the applicability of
Western concepts is far from resolved. While some believe that Western concepts can
be applied to the regional context without conceptual stretching (Zeruolis 1996, Buivy-

das 2000), others tend to challenge the ‘mechanical” application of these concepts (Jo-
kubaitis 1997, Ramonaité 2007},

Increasing methedological diversity may fead to growing fragmentation and spe-
cialization within the discipline and encourage the establishment of academic links that
are cross-disciplinary and cross-national. Such trends are alteady visible. Thus, for the
time being we can sce Lithuanian political scientists forming one quite cohesive group
united by their research focus (Lithuania), increasingly cooperating among themselves,
at the same time trying to cxpand their research focus by following the newest tenden-
cies in global political science.
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Appendix
Table I Political Science Departments at Lithuanian Universttics and Professional
Staff per Department
i Excii i Profassional staff
niversity aculty Dapariment LR PhD | Other | Total
Kaunas University |(Faculty of Social |Department of Pubtic Jwwe, ktu |t 10 G 16
af Technoiogy i Sciences) Administration
_1 Pdiicy and Public wiaww. Ktu [t 4 1 5
| Administration
: nstitute .
Klaipeda University | (Facuity of Social | Depanment of Nk Meeww kU Ismiipoditologija’ 5 q4 9
Sriences) Potitohog ¢
Crepanment of Pubdic | hitp. fwsww ku [vYsmiff 3 T 10
Administration and | administravirmas_ir_teises
Law
Lithuanian Military |- Department of W [ka it i 2 8
Acederny Polilical Seience
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i F staff
Univarsity Faculty Dapartment URL PRD | Other | Tota)
Mykolas Romeris  |{Faculty of Depariment of s mruni it 18 8 26
University Strategic Polftical Sciences
Managemeni
and Policy} _—
Siaulial Liniversity  |(Facutty of Social | Department of Public | ey sut 10 7 17
Sclences) Adminislration s s
Vilnius Gediminas | {institule of Department of way vt it 12 B 20
. Teghnical Humanities ¥ Phitasophy and Po-
:University ! liticat Theory .
|Vilnius Pedagogi- | (Faculty of Social | Department of WYL It 1 10 24
‘cal University Sciences} Sociology and Paliti-
: __[cal Beience . :
Ainius Universty | Institute of (3 departments) e Ispmiovu Il ‘35 22 57
i International |
Relaticns and '
Folitical Science .
Yytautas Magnus | Faculty of 15 deparimants anc B | www.vauit az 10 42
University Political Science | centres)
and Diplomacy I

Note: Faculty (*Fakultelas’} and Department (*Katedra') are subdivisions with different degrees of
self-government within uiiversity structures.

Tabie 2:

Political Science Research Institutions

Name

Comment

Wubpage

|l. University Research Institutlons

Policy and Public
Administralion Institute

Kaunas University of
Technalogy

Mainly public policy research

http:Ainternat kiu. itenikutfakuladmin/policy/frames 3
_1.html

The institute of Regional
Folicy and Planning

Klaipéda University
Regional palicy of Lithuania

http:dwwew ku ltirppil

Strategic Research Center

Military Academy of Lithuania,
partner — Vilmus University
Publication of Lithuanian
Annual Strategic Review

hitip Hhwswwlka Itfivdex phpien/ 102892/

It. Ressarch institutions — Thi

nk Tanks

Center for Geopoiticat Studies

Indepandent, anakysis of
pofitical, econamic and military
procgsses in the €1 region

hittp fwww geapclitika [trlang=2

Civil Saciety Inshitute

Estabiished by Open Society
Fund Lithuania and Yaldas
Adamkus Fund

Public policy research with a
focus on the development of
Lithuanian civil sockety

http/twww civitas Ien/

:Eastem Europe Studies
Center

Established by Minisiry of
Foreign Affairs

Seeks to promote democracy
in Eastern Europe by
manitoring and researching
political, economic, and social

developments in the region

htip:fhwww. eesc. Itfen
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MName

Comment

Waebpage

Ceanter for Eastern Geopohtical
Studies

Independent. analysis of
political, economic and social
processes in the CIS region
and Russia

hitp: fiwww rytugeopolitika Itindex. php®oplion=com _
conteni&lask=viewfad=38& temid=10

European Integration Studies
Center

Established by Vilnius
Universily and Mimstry of
Foreign Affairs

ELf integration sludies and the
transmission of the experience

to the non-members states

hitp:fhawew 2isc itlen/

Inslitule for Social and
Econamic Research

Social Democratic
Lithuanizn public policy

hitp: v seti it

Institule of Democratic Politics

Conservalive

Poittical ideas and Lithuanian
public policy

hitp e dpi It

tnshtute of Ukraina

iEstablished by Viinius
Liniversity
Ukrainian studias, nol very

. |active

-Lithuanian Free Market
Institute

Liberal
Lithuanian economic ard
public palicy o

hitp: /. Irinka. itindex php?lang=2

Sooial Ezonomy Institute

Established by Qpen Socisty
Fund, Vytautas Magnum
Hhniversily and Kaunas

| Archdiocese

Poverty and other srial
prablems, social policy

http.fvaidita vdu. IU~sekit

Itl. Rasearch Institutes — Consulting Practica

Eurnpean, Sociat, |Legal and
Economic Projects

Private profit instilulion

Impact of the £EU on socio-
economic development of
Lithuania

htip Mwww estep ilindex php?lang=EN

Mational Development Institute

Private non-profit nstitution
slate polcy

http: it i

FPubhc Palicy and
Management Institute

Private profit institution

Public palicy and governance
problems of Lithuania

http: s vowi Wen/

Strategic Research Institute

Private profit institution

Deveicpment of civil society,
public policy of Lithuania
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Table 3. Degree Programs and Sub-Fields Taught
Total Master Study Programs
Ingtitution ""-;"'"ber g“m“" Study |comparative  |International Eurcpean {EU] [Public
of stu- |Programs Polltics Relations A ation
dants
Kaunas 764 'Public admin- Fublic admirmis-
University of stration (599)" {ration (68}
Technology
Klaipeda 428  |Political science |Polileal
University {200} scienca/Theory
Public agmini- | Of Poliics (12)
stration™ (216)

Total Master Study Programs
b
Institution e E“’“"‘” Stdy |Comparativa  [international | European [EU} | Public
of stu- {Programs Politics Relations [studles Administration
dants
Lithuanian 255 |International re- Military
Military lationg {£9) diplomacy (29)
Academy Parsonnal man-
. 1agement (157} .
Mykolas Ro- 4998 |Public adniris- Eurapean Pubtic policy {24)
meris University : tration (1275) neu_ghbouri'lmd Environments)
i policy (18] policy and
Pofitics and ad- | adminisiration
mintsteation of | {444}
Europearn Liniorr Sustanable
[y davelpprnent
manageman! and
aarministraron
(249)
Leadership and
change
management [-)
Tax avmimsiration
i “(B9)
] i Gusfoms admims-
i traton (823
Adminestraticn af
local authorities
(388) ;
Publc admiitistra-
S — _|tipn {1982)
| Siauliai Univer- BS3 | Puniic agmineg-
+sit e tration (653 ' T I
!Vi\nius Unersity| 823 |Poltical science Comparative War and peace |Europaan stud- | Putilic Administra-
; {A35) politics {16) studies (15} ies (33} lion (22)
\ East and Cen-  [internatianal European public
tral European Relations and agministration
], studies (22) Diplomacy {63) |{18)
_‘Vytautas Mag- 1057 |Political science |Baltic ragion Lliplomacy and  |Conlemparary | Adminisiration of
s Universily {288} studies (22} international re |European poli- | state msiifutions
I Pubtic admini-  |Comparative llatlons (26 ifics {23) (30)
stration [648) palitics {1) i L Adminiseration

East Asia ragion
studies (210) H
Eocial and po-

litical critique (-

of instifuticns af
the European
Ymian (-]

Public Policy
ang Administra-
tion of the Eumo-
pean Unian (-]

* Nurmber of students in each program as in October 2008
** Programs registered in the field of public administration are ta italics. Other programs are regis-

tered in the tield of political science

Source: Database of Lithuanian Ministry of Education and Science

5.0 e




